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	 	 	 	 	 The	 genomics	 revoluTon	 of	 the	 last	 15	 years	 has	 				
	 improved	 our	 understanding	 of	 the	 geneTc	 make	 up	 of	 living	 organisms	 and	 has	

allowed	 us	 to	 realize	 that	 plant	 genomes	 are	 characterised	 by	 high	 levels	 of	 structural	
variaTon.	These	observaTons	 indicate	 that	a	single	genome	sequence	might	not	 reflect	 the	
enTre	genomic	complement	of	a	species.	Uncovering	the	intriguing	nature	of	the	Dispensable	
Genome,	 composed	 of	 DNA	 sequence	 elements	 that	 are	 not	 shared	 by	 all	 individuals,		
represents	 a	 step	 forward	 towards	 an	 understanding	 of	 the	 processes	 generaTng	 geneTc	
diversity	and	phenotypic	variaTon.		


